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This course has several goals:

(1) To assess higher education in the U.S., with a focus on the liberal arts.

(2) To see what light literary theory sheds on education’s cultural and intellectual conditions.
(3) To identify the university environment we want and need.

(4) To develop collaborative research pratices that will make the work easier and more fun.

In other words, there can be black ink people and who will split the work.
Anyone is welcome to be covering all the reading, as I of course will be, but this is not required.

Grading: attendance and participation. Variable final projects, with a bias towards public
writing, including online resource development.

1. Jan 08 Introduction: The Devolutionary Cycle. Can Theory Help?
Adam Schatz, “Not in the Mood” (review of Derrida biography)
Fredric Jameson, “Dirty Little Secret” (review of The Program Era)
Aaron Bady, “Lincoln Against the Radicals,” Jacobin

2.Jan 15 Theory as the History of the University
Bill Readings, The University in Ruins, chs 1, 3-7 (b)

3. Jan 22 Privatization of Public Universities
Chris Newfield, Unmaking the Public University, chs 8-14

4. Jan 29 Research As Science: is Literary Study Part of the Knowledge
Economy?
Philip Mirowski, Science Mart: Privatizing American Science, chs 1-3,7



5. Feb 05 Tuition Hikes in the Low-Wage Nation
Marc Bousquet, How the University Works chs 1-3

6. Feb 12 The Student Debt Bubble and Useless Majors
Marc Bousquet, How the University Works chs 4-6

7. Feb 19 The E-Learning Diversion and Academic Work
David F. Noble, Digital Diploma Mills
Michelle Masse, Over Ten Million Served

8. Feb 26 Reversing Devolution (1): Moderate Strategies
Derek Bok, Our Underachieving Colleges, chs 3-6, 10, 12

9. Mar 05 Reversing Devolution (2) Radical Strategies of Anti-Capitalism
To be researched and decided

10. Mar 12 Reversing Devolution (3) Radical Strategies of Identity & Literature
To be decided
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